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General Information Release

January 2008
Joint ASPI-FDC Research Report

Australian Resource Sector Companies Overseas –
 Assessing Development Impact

The Foundation for Development Cooperation (FDC) and Australian Strategic Policy Institute (ASPI) have joined efforts to convene a blue-ribbon Independent Task Force. The Task Force – a combination of CEO-level individuals from a cross-section of Australia’s leading resource sector companies and PEAK organizations - will focus on assessing the role, influence and impact of Australian resource sector companies on international development issues in the developing countries where they operate. 
This Task Force report, with direct input from the resources sector, will examine:

· the existing development dividend produced by Australia’s resource sector companies

· the potential for producing greater benefits through additional initiatives

· the risks of excessive reliance by host governments and local communities on resource company capacity

· the constraints faced by resource sector companies in managing expectations of their contributions

· company influence on the political and socio-economic life and security contexts of their host economies

· examples of trust funds, local economic development initiatives and tax treatment which maximise benefits

· varying approaches to ensuring enhanced security and social licenses to operate

The Task Force deliberations will result in a report - to be finalised and published in June 2009 - jointly released by ASPI and FDC.  
It is expected that the final research report will be of utmost interest to future planning by all Australian resource sector companies operating internationally. It will be read at the highest levels of the Australian government.

Further details are available from:

Peter Abigail, Executive Director, ASPI, Co-Chair Task Force – PeterAbigail@aspi.org.au 
Craig Wilson, Executive Director, FDC, Co-Chair Task Force – craigwilson@fdc.org.au
Anthony Bergin, Director of Research Programs, ASPI, Member of Task Force – AnthonyBergin@aspi.org.au 
Mélanie Aubé, Senior Operations Officer, FDC, Task Force Coordinator – melanieaube@fdc.org.au 
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